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possible intellectual understanding of religion and revelation, of man in all his varied 
relationships to God. Particularly important today is the theological exploration of all 



Every university, Catholic or not, serves as the critical reflective intelligence of its 



Along with this and integrated into it should be a competent presentation of relevant, 
living, Catholic thought. 

This dual presentation is characterized by the following emphases: 

A) a concern with ultimate questions; hence a concern with theological and 
philosophical questions;  
B) a concern for the full human and spiritual development of the student; hence a 
humanistic and personalistic orientation with special emphasis on the interpersonal 
relationships within the community of learners;  
C) a concern with the particularly pressing problems of our era, e.g., civil rights, 
international development and peace, poverty, etc. 

9. SOME SPECIAL SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE CATHOLIC 
COMMUNITY OF LEARNERS 

As a community of learners, the Catholic university has a social existence and an 
organizational form. 

Within the university community the student should be able not simply to study 
theology and Christianity, but should find himself in a social situation in which he can 
express his Christianity in a variety of ways and live it experientially and 
experimentally. The students and faculty can explore together new forms of Christian 
living, of Christian witness, and of Christian service. 

The students will be able to participate in and contribute to a variety of liturgical 
functions, at best, creatively contemporary and experimental. They will find the 
meaning of the sacraments for themselves by joining theoretical understanding to the 
lived experience of them. Thus the students will find and indeed create extraordinary 
opportunities for a full, meaningful liturgical and sacramental life. 
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by personal experience to consecrate their talent and learning to worthy social 
purposes. 

All of this will display itself on the Catholic campus as a distinctive style of living, a 
perceptible quality in the university's life. 

10. CHARACTERISTICS OF ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION 

The total organization should reflect this same Christian spirit. The social organization 
should be such as to emphasize the university's concern for persons as individuals and 
for appropriate participation by all members of the community of learners in 
university decisions. University decisions and administrative actions should be 
appropriately guided by Christian ideas and ideals and should eminently display the 
respect and concern for persons. 

The evolving nature of the Catholic university will necessitate basic reorganizations 
of structure in order not only to achieve a greater internal cooperation and 
participation, but also to share the responsibility of direction more broadly and to 
enlist wider support. A great deal of study and experimentation will be necessary to 
carry out these changes, but changes of this kind are essential for the future of the 
Catholic university. 

In fine, the Catholic university of the future will be a true modern university but 
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